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· Garowe Online reported on 1 August that the Somalia Parliament, by an overwhelming majority, rejected the Memorandum of Understanding with Kenya on a continental shelf boundary (see April 2009 issue).

· For the second year in a row, scientists aboard the U.S. Coast Guard cutter Healy and the Canadian Coast Guard icebreaker Louis St. Laurent are working together to collect Arctic seafloor data.  Maritime boundary disputes aside, the countries are focused on collecting the data in support of their extended continental shelf submissions to the United Nations Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf.  Canada has until 2013 to make its submission and the ten-year clock will not start for the U.S. until ratification of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.  It is anticipated that two more years of work are needed to complete the planned joint seafloor mapping project.  Media reports available from both the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation and Scripps Howard News Service.

· The Phnom Penh Post reported on 17 August that Thailand had deployed warships close to a disputed area in the Gulf of Thailand to monitor Cambodian oil exploration.  Cambodia made the recent oil exploration deal with French petrochemical company Total.  Cambodia responded with promises to protect its sovereignty if the Thai forces cross into the area of overlapping claims.
· The U.S. State Department Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs Deputy Assistant Secretary Marciel’s testimony on East Asia maritime and sovereignty issues before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee is available online.  Speaking before the Subcommittee on East Asian and Pacific Affairs, Mr. Marciel focused his comments on three areas: the multiple sovereignty disputes in the South China Sea; recent incidents involving China and U.S. naval vessels; and the context of the topics and a recommendation on how the US should respond.

· The Journal of Commerce reported on 14 July that The Bahamas and Cuba has completed the latest in a series of preliminary maritime boundary negotiations.  Meeting in Havana, technical experts from both nations met to discuss delimiting an equitable maritime boundary as well as other cooperative maritime efforts.  Talks have been ongoing since the 1990s and the next round is expected to begin within the next few months.

· This Month in Marine Geography is now also available with expanded content at: http://www.intelink.gov/blogs/_marinegeography/
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