Romani zation Systems and Roman-Script Spelling Conventions February 15, 2008

ROMANIZATION SYSTEM FOR URDU
BGN/PCGN 2007 System

The following is the approved romanization system for deriving standard spellings of Urdu
geographic names for Pakistan. It was jointly adopted by the BGN and PCGN at the 23"
BGN/PCGN Joint Conference in Washington, DC, in 2007. The romanization system is based
on the Hunterian system of Urdu romanization, which has been used by the Surveys of Indiaand
Pakistan for romanizing Urdu geographic names for more than one hundred years. The
BGN/PCGN system has two forms: a simplified form designed for desk users, and a rigorous
form, which is fully reversible and is appropriate for databases. In every case the same base
characters are kept as are used in the Hunterian system. The rigorous forms have further been
designed to harmonize with the BGN/PCGN Persian romanization system.
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1. Consonants and Special Characters

Simplified Rigorous

Final Medial Initial ez - Elileens Romaniz- Romaniz- Urdu Example ngqroug
pendent Value . . Transliteration
ation ation
1 — - = ) 0628 b b d ;’c”, Boghdi
2 — - - o 067E p p /”JL Palir
3 e = S o 062A t t & 3 Bezot Kale
4 e x 5 & 0679 t ¢ = ,( F ‘Amal Kot
5 G Y 3 & 062B S 5 4 S0 Shah Nasar Melah
6 = > = z 062C ] j A8y Barju Melah
7 = > = z 0686 ch ch d > Chapri
8 = —~ > c 062D h h £ b yd Ahmad Khan Kale
. o
9 A o~ = ¢ 062E kh Kkh Sl Aka Khel
10 “ “ 5 5 062F d d L}‘ B Durani
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Simplified Rigorous

Final Medial Initial Iiele- LAIEgels Romaniz- Romaniz- Urdu Example ng(_)rous_
pendent Value : . Transliteration
ation ation
V4
11 e X 5 5 0688 d d Lg(j Dangila
12 i i 5 5 0630 z 7 dl B Zarani
13 - j } 0631 r r dj Burki
) V4

14 5 I3 3 b 0691 r r 2 Gidarah
15 S 5 5 0632 7 z Qb ‘Ali Z3
16 3+ 3 3 3 0698 zh zh s Zhob
17 e " o 0633 s s J Bisiti
18 e e s o 0634 sh sh (e d yd Ahmadi Shama
19 o~ - -2 0P 0635 S $ £, < (o] Asalat Kale
20 = e - o2 0636 z z b /; Khazar Khan
21 L L L L 0637 t t UW“ Sultan




Romanization Systems and Roman-Script Spelling Conventions February 15, 2008

Simplified Rigorous

Final Medial Initial ez - Elileens Romaniz- Romaniz- Urdu Example ngqroug
pendent Value ation ation Transliteration
. s ‘Azam Sayyid Nur
2 L b L 5 0638 z z w faam Sy
o Kale
23~ -~ = ¢ 0639 ‘ ‘ z ‘Alam Sher
20 & . ¢ ¢ 063A oh oh J(,J Bghaki
25 i “4 5 b 0641 f f < 5@ Muzafar Kot
26 & A 3 A 0642 q q DA Haqdarah
27 < X s = 06A9 k k ,;Kf/ Kachkinah
V.
28 < L iy Ny 0B6AF g g N4l Bagan
29 ; L J J 0644 I 1 ALY Bulbalak
30 - - - . 0645 m m NS Bilyamin
31 o - S o 0646 n n /f Nahr
32 o = - o 06BA n n /o‘dj ,‘ u 1‘7‘ Jamun aur Kashmir
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Simplified Rigorous

Final Medial Initial Iiele- LAIEgels Romaniz- Romaniz- Urdu Example ng(_)rous_
pendent Value : . Transliteration
ation ation
3, N , , 0648 w w s/ Arawili
34 “ -+ - o 0647 h h o5 Heroshah
35 + -« - » 06BE h h 24 Barh
- 0621/ , s S
36 ¢ . ¢ ¢ 0626 - ; | }t’d Shiwa’o
)—
37 = - 2 S 0649 y y ﬁ |)/L Yarda Kale

2. Consonantal Digraphs

Simplified Rigorous

Final Medial Initial e EAIESIE Romaniz- Romaniz- Urdu Example ngc_)rous_
pendent Value . . Transliteration
ation ation
38 e - Y @ 0628+06BE bh bh Jb b Bha’i Khan
39 o - oy & 067E+06BE ph ph _s,éug Phashk




40

41

42

45

46

47

48

49
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Simplified  Rigorous

Final Medial Initial Iilels: e Romaniz- Romaniz- Urdu Example Rl
pendent Value . . Transliteration
ation ation

= = o E 062A+06BE th th F Thall

& & & & 0679+06BE th th Ly S Pathan Rya
-~ ew e - 062C+0B6BE ih ih J;/ Jhil

e e 4 P 0686+06BE chh chh L7121 Badshah Chhum
Al Sl s a3 062D+06BE dh dh A Sindh

Al L 25 23 0688+06BE dh dh seoy Dhand

/ *

2% 2% 25 2% 0631+06BE rh th uﬂ’ 17/6 I'4 Ghozgarhi
&S s & OBAO+OBBE kh Kb’ / € Fs Doghal Gakh’ar

”Z > V4

&~ & iy iy 06AF+06BE gh gh’ d %/ ¥ M Khan Gh’ari

MY Y MY MY 0644+0627 la la ﬁ _s,( ™ Ghulamak Kale

Is IS s s 06A9+0627 ka Ka S Karakhel
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Simplified  Rigorous

Medial Initial s lEEelE Romaniz- Romaniz- Urdu Example ngqroug
pendent Value . . Transliteration
ation ation
51 € € € 0BAF+0627 N ga £k3 Khapyanga

y
52 Jf JS Jf Jf 06A9+0644 Kl kl £, » ,C«( Gandah Kale

./
53 < 06AF+0644 gl gl Se 5( / Gulona Dheri

=
o
o

3. Vowels, Diphthongs, and Diacritical Marks

Inde- Unicode Simplified Rigorous RIOroUS
Medial Initial penden Romaniz- Romaniz- Urdu Example oA .
Value . Transliteration
t ation
54 i 2 s 0650+0649 1 i UeL ; Kherah Din
55 -::1;::-1 O | O 0650 [ i "}y‘ Maurpithi
56 ~ - 2 2 06D2 e e S 1& <)) Dre Plari
57 L L T \ 0627 / 0622 a a s/ Agrah
58 - i i & 064E a a J xj I_)andar
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Inde-

penden Unicode

Medial Initial Value

> N 3 0648

: ’i 064F
R 5 5 064F+0648
- | 2 064E+06D2
Ju o e 064E+0648

0652

- - & 0670

i - 0651

Simplified
Romaniz-
ation

Not
Roman-
ized

Double
Consonant

Rigorous
Romaniz-

ation

]

ai

au

Not
Roman-
1zed
a
Double

Conso-

nant

February 15, 2008

Urdu Example

Rigorous
Transliteration

Gido

Gubazanah

Usho

Haidar ‘Al Kale

Taudah Chinah

Misa Khan Kale

Mulla Bagh
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Notes

1. Whenthevowel sign zir () occursword-finally in the first eement of a compound, itis

assumed to mark the Persian izafat morpheme, and is romanized -e, not i.

2. Source of all example names is the 1951 Census of Pakistan, Village List, Northwest
Frontier Province, Chitral Sate. Office of the Provincia Superintendant of Census,
North-West Frontier Province, Peshawar.

3. No examples of aspirated dental r (rh, =, ) were found, though this phoneme is assumed

to be part of the phonology of Urdu, and was therefore | eft out of Table 2.

4. Because of technical font problems, the Urdu examples are not pointed. Future drafts of
this document will contain pointed Urdu examples.

5. Occasionaly, sequences of z or s plus h may be encountered, i.e. z-h, sh. These are
romanized with the Unicode 'center dot' (U+00B7) separating the two letters, to
distinguish them from the digraphs 'zh' and 'sh'.



