ROMANIZATION SYSTEM FOR JAPANESE KANA

Modified Hepburn System
BGN/PCGN 1976 Agreement

The modified Hepburn system for the romanization of Japanese has been in use by the U.S.
Board on Geographic Names and the U.K. Permanent Committee on Geographical Names since the
1930’s and has been used extensively in the romanization of Japanese geographic names. The system
1s well adapted to the general needs of speakers of English and is the most widely used system for
romanization of Japanese.

The Japanese language is written in two forms: in kanji, which are Sino-Japanese characters, and
in kana, which are syllabic symbols. There are two styles of kana, namely katakana, the squared form,
and hiragana, the cursive form. Katakana symbols were originally derived from parts of kanji characters
and today are used primarily for the phonetic transcription of foreign words and as the equivalent of
italics. Hiragana symbols, on the other hand, were originally created by simplifying the strokes of
whole kanji characters and are used to represent grammatical particles and suffixes. Running text is usu-
ally written in kanji with kana interspersed. Geographic names, personal names, and words written in
isolation are usually written in kanji, with or without the addition of small-script kana equivalents,
which, when used for that purpose, are referred to as furigana.

Many alternate kana forms were abolished in a post-World War II language reform. If reference
to these forms is required, the traditional Hepburn system for Japanese should be consulted."

Kanji may be romanized with the aid of Japanese-English dictionaries that utilize the modified
Hepburn system.® A familiarity with the grammatical structure of the Japanese language, as well as
with the Japanese writing system, is essential for the correct romanization of kanji.

In Japan today, the romanized form of Japanese, romaji, is widely used, particularly on the inter-
net. In this modern usage, long vowels are frequently shown as doubled, rather than with a macron.

D The system was first presented in A Japanese and English Dictionary; with an English and Japanese Index.
J.C. Hepburn, Shanghai, American Presbyterian Mission Press, 1867

2 For example, Beginners’ Dictionary of Chinese-Japanese Characters, compiled by Arthur Rose-Innes and published
by Harvard University Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts, in 1944

35



“SPLOM UB12.400f JO uondLIdSUD.} 2Y) Ul AJUO PISN ST JOQUIAS DUDYDIDY SIYT (¢
'd 2.10f2q d sp pup Y2 .10 S} } 210/2q ) SD YS 10 § 210[2q SV
Y 240f2q Y SV PIZIUDUIOL S1 PUD JUDUOSUOD 2]GNOP D dIDIIPUL 0] SJOQUIAS DUDY UIIMIDG PI}IASUI ST ULIOf NSY JALIDS-[PUS |,
12112] [oMOA D .10 2p1y5-A 240/ pasn s1 U ¢
‘(vavpy v 1yas) sowvu 23v]d ul $.421o040YD Huvy oMy U2aM2q PaovId UYM (DS) SOUL02q (2Y) PUPYVIDY D 2Y1] Yonut SuryoO] [OqUIAS Y]
*§21013.40d [DIUDWWDAS SD PISN 24D (2Y) pup (DY) UdYM pasn aip (3) puv (vm)
pupyDIPY U1 ]2M0A SUIpadaad sudyISuUIT -

»

odl. e

okdc.ealc e

okdle Al¥ 2

nhdc.tAlc o2

nkdlT Ale 2

ekdla Ala 2

oqlgaskle ® oplelem ozl nlex oblele 2

okl EAlCc 2 diceglern | AblLEXCrR

okdle Al¥ 2 oflezlvN OBl E ¥ 2

nhalc.tAlc o2 netilcan | MMBlLTEHICcaR

nkalT Ale 2 nllczlen nfBl T x| & 2

ehala Ala ella zlan ehbl 4 Al & 2
olooley AlCElCY owlale s oulC¢lc e g rlco alcylez oslcrlex »laCle A
oMl ENIC Y (1 ohwlg.ESlcv¥ | AUl ERICc»Q | dAulcEZlce) | oWl ELlIcyS | ouslEAZIC YN | Ml EXlcr2 A Elcy
oMlE (il¥ OhwlE =] % okyle Al¥ 2 OAule Zl¥ 2 ople£lrg oysle <l¥ N o E &|¢ 2
T nlcen Al . Tl c @ nulztsica? | AUl tAlcaQ | MUl TTlce) | nwliT£lcag | nuslaTt<lcan | nAlaTHIca 2
nAilT (ilé (4 nAwlt =| ¢ % nAylT Al e nkult =& ) nwlt£Lleg nuys|t <lé N AT xle 2
ehila (ila ehula Sla ¥ efyl 4 FlaQ ehula Zla 2 eyla £la g eys|a zla N el 4 xla 2

sapI|o

[1fewror | rueserey | euederry]

SUWIIO ﬁuvcmﬂeou

S[OMOA

sopI|o

[rfewrox | eueserey | euederry]
SuLIO,J JIseq

od|y| 2
adlwvln
nd| 2|
diale
edl\/1#
oqlsl &) oply |2 oz| | ob|-|=
aqlwvlyv oplLl2 ozlgla 96| 4 1.4
nal 2| nz|&lc nzly|ge nbl gl > @M &
alAale N£lg Mzl 16141 2
eql\/1# epl gl ezl 4R ebl ]y
oMl | % olgle oAlEly owl|x|g oylsi| 2 oul/ | NN os|l2> oIz olilep
all1lu aw|x|@ w(®) aulvin oulx|er oLl es|g|a @(e6) &l 411 alTl¥
n(le nAIT I nuilsz | izl nu|¥ e wnsililc nsly|e milgl> nlc.le
ulaln = i3l =l yol£lg us|zlN Bl 2 1141
@ulZly em|¢ ¢ ellcls BAl A ek ew| x| w(em) eyl\/l eul£|g elgly es| 4l R exlcel ¢ elLle

S|OMOA






